Series: Grace For The Pace

Title: A Reinforcing Grace

Text: Romans 5:1-5


Text: Romans 5: 1-5
Title: A Reinforcing Grace
Introduction: 
Alaska Airlines - Flight 261 - January 31, 2000 - All 88 people aboard perished when this MD-83 aircraft nose-dived with devastating force into the Pacific Ocean off southern California. Flight 261 had left Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, and was en route to San Francisco when it ran into trouble. At 28,000 feet, the crew reported problems with the plane’s stabilizer trim (small flaps on the horizontal portion of its tail) and were unable to control the pitch of the aircraft. Moments later, they began an uncontrolled descent. In its investigation, the NTSB found that there was too little grease on the jet’s jackscrew (a tail component that helps move the plane’s stabilizer).
Today we will learn that God’s grace will bring unity, stability, and maturity.
I. A Grace That Brings Unity – verse 1
Note – We often struggle for true unity.
Ill – There are two times when a man doesn’t understand a woman – before marriage and after marriage.

Note – Most important kind of unity is our unity with God through Christ.


Romans 3:23


23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;


A.
Unity comes through justification.
1. The meaning of justification 
Note – Justification – dikaio, dikaioo - to declare, pronounce, one to be just, righteous, or to declare the sinner righteous. 
Quote – “Justification is God’s declaration that the believing sinner is righteous in Christ. It is righteousness imputed, put to our account.”  – Wiersbe

When a sinner is justified he now is at peace with God, and because he has peace with God, he now can have the peace of God.



2.  The message of justification
Note – If we now have peace with God, then there must have been a time when there was no union or peace with God.



Romans 5:10


10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, we shall be saved by his life. 

Note – We were enemies against God, but when we were justified we were brought into unity with God again. Justification was only made possible through Jesus Christ.


B.
Justification is the gift of the Lord Jesus.


1.  He satisfied God’s just demands.
Romans 3:24-26

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

Note – One can never get over the sacrifice the Lord Jesus made to satisfy God’s holiness and righteousness. Christ’s death allowed God to forgive the sinner and to accept him as righteous before Him.
Ill – During an edition of the news program 60 Minutes, Dan Rather interviewed Jack Welch, the outspoken former CEO of General Electric. At the end of the interview, Rather asked Welch, “What’s the toughest question you have ever been asked?” Welch replied, “Do you think you’ll go to heaven?” When asked how he had answered that question, Welch continued, “It’s a long answer, but I said that if caring about people, if giving it your all, if being a great friend counts—despite the fact that I’ve been divorced a couple of times, and no one’s proud of that. I haven’t done everything right all the time. I think I got a shot. I’m in no hurry to get there and to find out any time soon.”


2.  He reconciled man to God.
Ephesians 2:15-16

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

Now man is no longer an enemy, but Jesus’ sacrifice brought man back into the union of fellowship with the Heavenly Father.

Ephesians 1:6-7

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

Note – Without unity with the Lord there is….
II.
A Grace That Brings Stability –verse 2
1 Peter 5:10-11

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.


A. 
His grace is accessible. 
Access – prosagwgh, prosagoge - access, approach - to God, i.e. that relationship with God whereby we are acceptable to him and have assurance that He is favorably disposed towards us.

God is now approachable – any stable relationship must have the ability for the individuals in that relationship to be approachable.  Our Heavenly Father is approachable.
Note – Before our salvation, we stood “in Adam” and were condemned; but now in Christ, we have a perfect standing before God and can enter into His presence.
Ill – Oakland A’s – us getting World Series tickets
Hebrews 10:19-23

19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;

21 And having an high priest over the house of God;

22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

Hebrews 4:14-16

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

B. His grace is stabilizing.  
“Wherein we stand…”




Note – We don’t have to fear or wonder.


C. 
His grace brings hope.
Note – There is no stability in a life that has no hope of a future.  One who has doubts and questions about his eternal soul will never find true peace in his life, nor will he find a stabling force in his life.

Note – Hope is a joyful and confident expectation of eternal salvation.



Titus 3:5-7


5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;


6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;


7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

1 Peter 1:3-4


3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,


4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

Note – “Rejoice in the hope of glory of God.”  This statement puts in a nutshell what salvation and eternal security is all about – the confidence that, when you have been saved, it’s “for keeps;” and that is something you can count on!

Romans 8:35-39


35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?


36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.


37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.


38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,


39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
III.
A Grace That Brings Maturity – verse 3-5


Note – “And not only so…” God’s grace brings maturity to the life of the believer.  Hence, “grow in grace.”

Note - Maturity is exhibited in four ways:

A.
Maturity through tribulations – verse 3
1. Know and understand that the trials of life are for a purpose – to produce patience.
2. Tribulation “worketh patience” to perform, accomplish, achieve; to work out - i.e., to do that from which something results.  
Now trials mean something. We understand there is purpose in a trial.

James 1:2-4

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
B.
Maturity to bring patience – verse 4
1.  Patience works into experience.
Second only to suffering, waiting may be the greatest teacher and trainer in godliness, maturity, and genuine spirituality most of us ever encounter. The meaning is that long afflictions borne patiently show a Christian what he is; they test his religion and prove that it is genuine. 

2.  Experience is gained from endurance.
Ill – When a group of green recruits come to the battle front, they are usually led by a seasoned veteran sergeant who has the experience of combat.  The experience of the veteran produces stability and steadfastness among the fresh recruits.
C. 
Maturity is gained through experience. – verse 4

Note – Experience is the process of proving….The word rendered          “experience” (dokimeen) means “trial, or testing.” Full-grown oaks are not produced in three years; neither are servants of God.
Note – Experience works into hope. We have now gone full circle.  
· We started with, “Hope of the glory of God” 
· …then tribulation works patience 
· …which then produces stability 

· …steadfastness proves that we are the children of God.  

D. Maturity to Hope – verse 5
Hope confirmed – This hope that Paul is referring to is a hope that doesn’t make us ashamed and doesn’t result in disappointment.  This hope will not disappoint or deceive.

At 73 years of age, John Wesley related in his journal (June 28, 1776) that he was far more able to preach than when 23-years-old. He traveled more than 4,000 miles a year (giving him exercise and “change of air”), made a practice of getting up at four in the morning, was able to go to sleep immediately, in his entire life never lost a night’s sleep, experienced four illnesses that were used to invigorate him, and then he wrote about possessing what he called “evenness of temper”: “I feel and grieve; but, by the grace of God, I fret at nothing.”
The apostle says that the Christian hope is such that it will be fulfilled; it will not disappoint. We shall certainly obtain hope in God’s love. God’s love is “shed abroad in our hearts….”  This means to “pour out.”
Conclusion:
God’s grace will bring unity stability and maturity. Are you at peace and unity concerning justification?
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