Series: Grace for the Pace

Title: A Redeeming Grace

Text: Ephesians 2:1-9


Text: Ephesians 2:1-9
Title: A Redeeming Grace
Introduction: 
The Bible describes God as the “God of all grace.” We often struggle with showing grace.
A mother ran into the bedroom when she heard her seven-year-old son scream. When she found his two-year-old sister pulling his hair, she gently released the little girl's grip and said comfortingly to the boy, "There, there. She didn't mean it. She doesn't know that hurts." He nodded his acknowledgement, and she left the room. As she started down the hall, the little girl screamed. Rushing back in, she asked, "What happened?" The little boy replied, "She knows now."

I. The Payment of Grace 
Note – Grace does not cost us, but it cost the One who gives it!

A. A payment of Christ’s love – Ephesians 2:4

John 3:16

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Ill – When Billy Graham was driving through a small southern town, he was stopped by a policeman and charged with speeding.  Graham admitted his guilt, but was told by the officer that he would have to appear in court. The judge asked, "Guilty, or not guilty?"  When Graham pleaded guilty, the judge replied, "That'll be ten dollars–a dollar for every mile you went over the limit." Suddenly the judge recognized the famous minister.  "You have violated the law," he said.  "The fine must be paid – but I am going to pay it for you." He took a ten dollar bill from his own wallet, attached it to the ticket, and then took Graham out and bought him a steak dinner!  "That," said Billy Graham, "is how God treats repentant sinners!"

Note – God knew we were sinners who fell short of His perfection, yet He loved us!

Romans 5:8

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.


Ephesians 2:1-2 
1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:


Note – The idea of sin is that we have missed the mark. 
Romans 3:10 – We all fall short.
B. A payment of Christ’s blood


1 Peter 1:18-19

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

Romans 3:23-25

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;


Ill – The crucifixion

II. The Power of Grace 
A. Power to redeem us  - verse 8 
God’s Grace – grace is unmerited favor, receiving something that we did
not and could not earn.


Note – Are you saved?


Romans 3:24

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Redemption is “a releasing affected through payment or ransom.”
Ephesians 1:7

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,

according to the riches of his grace; 

Ill - A man dies and goes to heaven. Of course, St. Peter meets him at the pearly gates. St. Peter says, "Here's how it works. You need 100 points to make it into heaven. You tell me all the good things you've done, and I give you a certain number of points for each item, depending on how good it was. When you reach 100 points, you get in." "Okay," the man says, "I was married to the same woman for 50 years and never cheated on her, even in my heart." "That's wonderful," says St. Peter, "that's worth three points!" "Three points?" he says. "Well, I attended church all my life and supported its ministry with my money and service." "Terrific!" says St. Peter, "that's certainly worth a point." "One point? How about this: I started a soup kitchen in my city and worked in a shelter for homeless veterans." "Fantastic, that's good for two more points," he says. “two points!!" the man cries, "At this rate the only way I get into heaven is by the grace of God!" "Come on in!"
B. Power to reclaim us
Note – The Bible depicts men without Christ as being lost.
Romans 3:24-25
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

Note – God can take a person who is spiritually dead, give them life, and declare them righteous.

C. 
Power to renew us



Titus 2:11-13

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

Ill – Hundreds of people here today would say, “But for the grace of God…”

III. The Partaking of Grace – verses 8-9
A. By faith in Christ’s work

Titus 3:4-7

4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Note – We are saved by grace and given eternal life when we faith to receive Christ.
B. By faith in Christ’s work alone – not of works


Ill – “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand”
Romans 11:6

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

Ill – “Earned…never given.” – Salvation is given…never earned.
Conclusion:
Romans 6:23

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
“Amazing Grace”—America’s favorite hymn according to the Gallup Poll—was written by the former captain of a slave ship.  That “wretch,” John Newton, eventually became a minister and worked to abolish the slave trade.
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