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Introduction: 
Common in the first words of the Apostle Paul’s messages is the phrase, “Grace to you.”
This grace was imparted by the Holy Spirit to every believer. Furthermore, Timothy had received special grace for the ministry at the time he was set aside for the gospel ministry. Paul wanted him to stir up the grace or the gift within him in order that he might have new power to serve God (verse 6). 
One reason that Paul knew this was needed in Timothy’s life was because of the continual battles he would face.
As battles of life come our way, we must experience God’s reassuring grace day by day.

Note – We must be strong in His grace daily! (2:1)

I. His Grace Reassures Us with Power

Note – This is not the power of humanism or the power of the human spirit.

A. Power from the Holy Spirit


Note- dunamis – “strength power, ability inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature”
1. The Holy Spirit resides in every born-again Christian.
John 3:6

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Romans 8:8-9

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

2. The Holy Spirit imparts grace and strength to a yielded Christian.
Luke 24:49

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

1 Thessalonians 5:19

19 Quench not the Spirit.

Ill – The Holy Spirit, as the third Person in the Trinity, is easily quenched.
Ill – A man said, “My wife has not spoken to me in three days. I think it has something to do with what happened on Sunday night when she thought she heard a noise downstairs. She nudged me and whispered, 'Wake up, wake up!' 'What's the matter?' I asked. 'There are burglars in the kitchen. I think they're eating the pork casserole I made tonight.' 'That'll teach them!' I replied.” 

Quote – “We are constantly on a stretch, if not on a strain, to devise new methods, new plans, and new organizations to advance the church and secure enlargement and efficiency for the gospel. This trend of the day has a tendency to lose sight of the man or sink the man in the plan or organization. God's plan is to make much of the man, far more of him than of anything else. Men are God's method. The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men. What the church needs today is not more machinery or better equipment, not new organizations or more and novel methods, but men whom the Holy Spirit can use—men of prayer, mighty in prayer. The Holy Spirit does not flow through methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men. He does not anoint plans, but men—men of prayer.”  E.M.Bounds

B. Power for every burden

1. Power for witnessing

1 Thessalonians 1:5

5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

2. Power when persecuted

Quote – Some people’s response is, “When all else fails, lower your standards.”
Colossians 1:10-11

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

Romans 8:26

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

II. His Grace Reassures Us with Love

A. A love for God

1. We respond to His love.
1 John 4:19

19 We love him, because he first loved us.

Ill – Searching a database for information and verses on the love of God, I received the following response: “Your search inquiry returned too many results. Please refine your search.”

2. We reflect the spirit of His love.
1 John 4:18

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

Ill – Man who returned to the village area where his son was killed.

Note – Love for Christ has caused millions of Christians to    sacrifice, go to the mission fields, and place themselves in harm’s way.

B. A love for others

Galatians 5:22

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Galatians 5:25

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Ill – Our youngest daughter was learning the fruit of the Spirit, so I asked her to recite them to me. "Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and remote control," was her reply.

Note – Many of us understand “remote control” but after that we get lost!

Ill – the love at Lancaster Baptist Church
III. His Grace Reassures Us with a Sound Mind   

Note – A “well-balanced mind” or a mind under sound influences.

Note – This is the state of mind that every effective Christian leader is challenged to cultivate.

A. Through salvation

1. Salvation is available through Jesus Christ.
Titus 3:4-7

4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Note- Many people think they are saved, but they have never had a time when they accepted Christ as Saviour.

2. Salvation allows us the ability to understand spiritual things. 

1 Corinthians 2:14

14 But the natural man receiveth not the  of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

B. Through the Scriptures

1. The Scriptures give wisdom.
2 Timothy 3:15

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Proverbs 1:7

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Quote – “I am glad there are things in the Bible I do not understand. If I could take that book up and read it as I would any other book, I might think I could write a book like that.” – DL Moody

2. The Scriptures produce a sound mind.
2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

Note – Our human reasoning alone isn't enough to discern truth from error. The best protection against deception is to know God's revealed truth–the Bible.

C. Through the Second Coming of Jesus Christ

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Conclusion:

Verse nine tells us we are called according to His purpose and grace. We may not know why difficulties come into our life; but, if we realize He has a purpose, and if we grow in His grace, we will find His reassuring hand each step of the way.
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